Tuberculosis and National Health

Primary Notifications and Deaths, all forms of Tuberculosis in England and Wales

1933-1937
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Primary Notifications and Deaths, all forms of Tuberculosis in Scotland, 1934-1936


	1934
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Notifications     .....
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The figures of primary notifications are for various reasons of
no value as a guide to an accurate estimate of the number of
clinical cases of the disease. The varying degrees of infection
which occur constituting in some cases a mild clinical form of
the disease unrecognized by the patient accentuate the difficulty.
It has been estimated that for every death there exist ten cases
of clinical tuberculosis, but this is probably an underestimate,
although it may be accepted as a useful figure for reference. As
to the incidence of latent disease characterized by living tubercle
bacilli in fibrosed foci it is impossible to hazard an estimate.
As regards the percentage of positive reactors for the country as
a whole it is probable, judging from the figures available, that
fifty for urban districts and twenty for rural districts would be a
reasonable estimate for the adult population in this country.
One of the features of the incidence of tuberculosis is the
progressive fall in the death/rate from the disease which has taken
place since the middle of last century, except during the period
of the War years when there was a sudden rise. The decline
relates to both pulmonary and non^pulmonary forms of the
disease, but since the early years of the present century the decline
in the death-rate from non/pulmonary tuberculosis has been more
rapid.
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